4 RESOURCES ON SELF-NEGLECT AND HOARDING from Terra Nova Films
(Phone: 800-779-8491 • Fax: 773-881-3368 • E-Mail: tnf@terranova.org)   ► Reference Discount Code E55.

“I Won’t Go”  –  ( A New, Award-Winning Resource on Extreme Self-Neglect)
Meet Oli Truss…  She’s an eccentric ex-headmistress in her nineties, who now lives isolated and housebound in her condemned country cottage, her companions being a cat, a dog, and a small Shetland pony named “Baby”.  The cottage has rats, the floor is littered with animal droppings, cobwebs decorate the windows, and maggots squirm in leftover food in the kitchen; but Oli won’t hear of leaving her home.  Happy on her own, she gets up every morning around 7:15 for a biscuit, and a cup of tea – when she can find her cup, that is.   As the water runs nonstop in the sink, Oli wonders why the empty water pot on the counter is not boiling, admitting that “I can’t always think quickly like I used to”.  She accepts the bare minimum of help from home care workers on the first floor, as the second floor is now off limits to everyone.  Should she be allowed to live life her way?

Not easily forgotten, “I Won’t Go” paints an intimate and representative portrait of countless older adults whose only “crimes” are growing old, and wanting to keep their independence – at all costs.  Oli’s story brings home the complex issues of extreme self-neglect, competence and capacity, the innate desire for independence, and the right to live and die at home with dignity.  A must-see for all social, legal, law enforcement, mental health, and geriatric services providers.
28 minutes   Purchase $139  Introductory Price $119 until March 31, 2011.  Rental $49   DVD

Other Related Titles:

Self-Neglect: What We Can Learn From The Mary Northern Case 
This chaptered DVD puts a human face on one of the most complex and important self-neglect cases of our time. Through the presentations of several expert panelists, the video delves into the tough issues of capacity and competence, and provides an informative look at the ethical, legal, social, financial, and mental health concerns involved in serving the best interests of vulnerable older adults. 
99 minutes Purchase $159 $139 until 03/31/2011   Rental $49 DVD 

Mister Nobody: A Video Exploring Self-Neglect
Do mentally competent seniors have the right to neglect themselves and their surroundings to the extent that they endanger themselves and/or offend the community? Do government agencies have an obligation to intervene? This DVD sensitively addresses these questions by focusing on eccentric, 65-year-old Jack Huggins. Jack has lived alone in his family's house since the death of his parents. The house is crammed with discarded appliances collected from curbside garbage. Jack's neighbors complain to the Health Department, and they pay him a visit. The legal, ethical, and human issues are addressed clearly and poignantly.
35 minutes Purchase $169  $149 until 03/31/12    Rental $65 VHS or DVD. 

Packrat
A row of shopping carts chained to the front yard fence...Stacks of old newspapers piled up in the kitchen until it is impossible to use the sink...An enormous barn filled to the brim with collected items that might be useful "someday"...Hoarding or "packrat" behavior can start out innocently enough, but what happens when collecting becomes compulsive? This compelling and informative DVD will help you to identify and better understand hoarding behavior--a little discussed social issue that probably affects more people (and families) across the board than realized. Through the personal stories of two families, and advice from professionals, Packrat gives insight into the lifestyle and thought process of a person that hoards, plus methods to cope with this behavior. 
28 minutes      Purchase $219  $199 until 03/31/12   Rental $60   DVD  Discount Code: E55
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