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2011 Elder Justice Recap
As 2011 comes to a close, we are providing a recap of elder justice activities, a number of which the Coalition was involved with this year.   We are also providing an outline of the EJC’s plans for 2012:

2011

President Obama’s proposed budget for FY 2012 did contain a request for first time funding for the Elder Justice Act (total of $21.5 million).
Breakdown:

Adult Protective Services (APS)-$16.5 million for State Adult Protective Services demonstrations to improve operations. Of these funds, $1.5 million will be targeted for coalition building, training and technical assistance, elder rights program development and research for preventing and addressing elder abuse within Tribal nations.

Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program-an additional $5 million to improve resident advocacy to elders and adults with disabilities who live in long-term care settings.
Unfortunately, in the final fiscal year 2012 spending bill, which would fund the federal government through September 30, 2012, funding for the Elder Justice Act was not included.
Additional Highlights

The Elder Abuse Victims Act (EAVA) as well as the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) were introduced in a bipartisan manner.
The Administration on Aging (AoA) created the first National Adult Protective Services Resource Center.

The National Center on Elder Abuse (NCEA) was reconstituted by the Administration on Aging (AoA).

The Office of Financial Protection for Older Americans within the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau has begun its work led by former Minnesota Attorney General Hubert “Skip” Humphrey.

A total of 14 States have applied for grants from CMS to conduct criminal background checks on persons seeking employment in nursing homes.
Two important new studies released during 2011:
The MetLife Mature Market Institute, the National Committee for the Prevention of Elder Abuse and the Center for Gerontology at Virginia Tech released a study that examines the depths of financial exploitation against the elderly in the US.  The study is titled “Crimes of Occasion, Desperation and Predation Against America’s Elders.”  The study was an expanded follow-up to the 2009 “Broken Trust:  Elders, Family and Finances” which found that seniors lose $2.5 billion annually to elder financial abuse.  The complete study can be found by going to http://www.metlife.com/mmi/research/elder-financial-abuse.html#key%20findings.  This 2011 study estimates that the annual financial loss by victims of elder financial abuse is at least $2.9 billion dollars, a 12% increase from the $2.6 billion estimated in 2008.

The second study, “Under the Radar:  New York State Elder Abuse Prevalence Study Self-Reported Prevalence and Documented Case Surveys” was produced by Lifespan of Greater Rochester, Inc., Weill Cornell Medical Center and the New York City Department for Aging.   The final report is available on their website by visiting http://www.lifespan-roch.org/documents/UndertheRadar051211.pdf.  The study's results demonstrate that elder abuse is far more rampant than previously known.  Out of 23.5 elder abuse cases, only one is reported.  For financial exploitation the ratio is 43.9 to 1 reported and 57.2 to 1 reported for cases of neglect.  
 
More than 12,000 individuals signed postcards supporting funding for the Elder Justice Act featuring Mickey Rooney who in March 2011 testified before the Senate Special Committee on Aging on being a victim of elder abuse.

The Elder Justice Coalition grew in size from 750 members to over 3,000 members.
2012 
A main focus in 2012 will be to secure first time funding for the Elder Justice Act, either through appropriations or through reallocation of funds from the Administration.
Despite strong advocacy efforts by this Coalition at the national and grassroots level and the successful postcard campaign led by the University of California, Irvine and in conjunction with NAPSA, the National Adult Protective Services Association, both the House and Senate Appropriations Committees were unwilling to support elder justice funding for FY 2012.

Over the holidays and recess we plan to work on our advocacy plans for 2012 and especially for Fiscal Year 2013.  We maintain that the Elder Justice Act must be adequately funded and implemented in a timely fashion.  We have a special responsibility to raise this issue on a policy and political basis in the year ahead.  We will be asking for more of your help, involvement and input.  Our message must be heard by Congress and the Administration and looking for ways to do that better will be our focus in the coming months.

Advocacy will continue with the Obama Administration on the implementation of the EJA.  Special emphasis will be given to the Advisory Board on Elder Abuse, Neglect and Exploitation, the Elder Justice Coordinating Council and designating a home for Adult Protective Services within HHS.

Advocacy efforts will continue to secure passage of two important reauthorizations.  The Older Americans Act which currently includes funding for elder abuse and long-term care ombudsman programs and the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) which currently includes funding for the Training and Services to End Violence Against Women in Later Life Grant.
Advocacy will also be focused on securing passage of the Elder Abuse Victims Act (H.R.2564, S.462), the National Silver Alert Act (H.R.112, S.1263), and the Senior Financial Empowerment Act (S.465).
The EJC will continue to help get additional states to apply for background check grants.

Advocacy will also focus on having elder justice raised as an issue by both national parties in the 2012 Presidential campaign.
Thank you for all you have done for the cause this year.

Happy Holidays!



